
BraveHearts has been very busy these cold 
winter months. While continuing work with 
Seguin, McHenry County Adult Program, 
Northern Illinois Special Recreation Associa-
tion (NISRA), and Belvidere Park District, 
we have also been busy with our NARHA 
Horses for Heroes program. In addition to 
serving the veterans from Hines VA, Milwau-
kee VA, and North Chicago VA hospitals, we 
now  welcome a new group of veterans from 
New Horizons! 

BraveHearts has also welcomed our next 
Therapeutic Recreation intern from Illinois 
State University. Chelsey Janke will be with 
us from February through May. She is teach-
ing sign language classes on Wednesday eve-
nings for anyone interested. 

The NARHA Region 7 Conference, held 
February 20-22, featured our very own Marge 
Tautkus Gunnar as a key note speaker! In 

addition, the conference will be holding 
their annual Accreditation Site Visitor 
Training at the BH farm. 

The lesson schedule is quickly filling with 
therapeutic lessons Monday through 
Thursday evenings and Saturdays, in addi-
tion to regularly scheduled day groups.  

BraveHearts continues to expand not only 
programming but it’s facility. The office 
will be moving into the barn for better ac-
cess for staff, families, and volunteers. Do-
nations of money or building time are 
GREATLY  appreciated. The renovations 
will begin in the spring.  

The BH web site is always undergoing up-
grades. Please visit the web site for pictures, 
summer camp brochures, student or volun-
teer paperwork, veteran news reports, horse 
show videos, program information, and 
much more. 

��������	
�������
	�	�����

�����������������������������	��

���
	�	������	
��	��	��
� � � � � � � � 	 	 
 �� � 
 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � �

· ���������������������

��� !����!�

· ������"��������

�#�$%&������ �%�%'�

· � (��)������������

��� !����!�

· � (���������������������

�%*��%%$ ��� ��� '��
�� ++�,�

· -$%���)��
�����

�$..���� .��

· -$%������������

�$..���� .��

· -$�(����	��������

�$..���� .��

· -$�(�����������������������

��'��# +&�

· -$�(���/�
����������

��� !����!�

· -$�(�����"�������

���0����%�+�&����
�#�!+1#�� %*���
���&�2�, &�#%�

· ���&�.3����4�������

��*��%%$ ��������
0#�+���1#5�

The 4th Annual Pig Roast has 
been scheduled for Saturday 
July 11, 2009. This year, the 
event will be held at the 
BraveHearts farm! 

The event will feature riding 
demonstrations by our 
children and veteran students. 
Guests will enjoy a tour of 
the facility, including a meet 
and greet with our horse 
therapists! 

As always, the food will be 
never ending so bring your 
friends and come hungry. 
Tickets will be on sale soon.  

Silent auction items and 
raffle items will be VERY 
abundant once again this 
year, with prizes ranging 
from original watercolor 
pa i n t i ngs  t o  s p o r t s 
memorabilia to elegant gift 
baskets. 

Donations of raffle and si-
lent auction items are al-
ways welcome. Contact 
Marge at 708-485-5629 or 
send items to the BH farm: 
7319 Maxon Rd, Harvard, 
IL 60033. 

For more information on the 
upcoming pig roast or other 
upcoming fundraisers, 
please visit our web site: 
www.braveheartsriding.org. 
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BraveHearts will once again open the barn doors for some fun in the sun! Summer at the 
Stable is an inclusive day camp program for ALL kids ages 8-13 (some exceptions can be 
made for siblings). 

Campers will learn the basic responsibilities of owning a horse and basic riding skills.  
Campers will also have the opportunity to learn about first aid, carriage driving, showmanship, 
bareback riding, and create educational equine crafts to take home. Highlights of day camp 
include: Indian Horse Day, horse bathing, horse treat making, games on horseback, and 
grooming activities. 

Registering for camp is easy and must be done at least two weeks prior to camp week. 
Contact Sarah at the BH farm: 815-943-UCAN or email: therapyriding@hotmail.com. 

Camp weeks offered this year are: June 15, June 22, July 6, July 27, and August 3. The 
camp runs Monday through Friday from 9am until 2pm. 

Is transportation an issue? Sign up for Summer at the Stable camp thru NISRA (Northern 
Illinois Special Recreation Association) for the week of August 10-15, 2009! 

NARHA, the North American Riding for 
the Handicapped Association, is the ac-
crediting body for therapeutic riding cen-
ters. All NARHA instructors must go 
through rigorous training and attend a 
workshop and certification to become reg-
istered therapeutic riding instructors. 

For the very first time, BraveHearts will 
be hosting an on-site workshop and certi-
fication July 16-18. The workshop is open 
to all individuals that have completed 
phase one of the instructor in training 
process with a certification following.     

This education-based workshop helps ap-
plicants to prepare for achieving certifica-
tion. 

A NARHA Registered Instructor must 
demonstrate riding and teaching ability,  
and, above all, safety while teaching 
therapeutic horsemanship. 

Anyone interested in volunteering for this 
certification or attending the workshop 
and certification should contact Sarah at 
815-943-UCAN or email at ther-
apyriding@hotmail.com. 

The BH herd looks snazzy 
in their winter blankets!  

Bless is still  healing from 
an infection in his leg, but 
is expected to be healed for 
spring programming.   

Our rescue horse, Baby (or 
Blondie) has been spon-
sored by the Muntwieler 
Foundation. She is happy to 

be sponsored and is now 
getting special shoes and 
has a new winter blanket. 

Everyone’s favorite, Butter 
Scotch, is enjoying a stall 
sponsored by actress, Betty 
White, and Boone has be-
gun driving training so Tali 
can have a break! 

Looking for a way to sup-

port our BraveHearts herd? 
BraveHearts is now part of 
the Country Cares pro-
gram through Country Sup-
ply. 

You can purchase items at  
www.horse.com. Enter the 
code: BraveHearts and BH 
will receive 5% of your 
purchase order total! 
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BraveHearts is in desperate need of 
volunteers! Because therapeutic riding 
is such a hands-on activity, therapeutic 
riding centers are ALWAYS in need of 
committed and motivated volunteers. 

Volunteers do not need to have horse 
knowledge. BH holds volunteer 
training sessions about multiple 
categories at least once a month.  

New volunteer training focuses on the 
basics of side-walking and emergency 
procedures, while leader training 
utilizes hands-on horse learning. 

With more students scheduled as the 

weather gets warmer, volunteers are 
needed for the following therapeutic 
riding lessons times: 

· Monday 5pm-8pm 
· Tuesday 9am-12pm  
         4pm-7pm 
· Wednesday 4pm-6pm 
· Thursday 5pm-7pm 
· Saturday 9am-2pm 

Volunteers are also needed for special 
events, including horse shows, driving 
shows, pig roast fundraiser, on-site 
workshop and certification, and other 
fundraisers. 

Not interested in horses? The office 

always needs help stuffing envelopes, 
folding/stamping newsletters, making 
phone calls, and many other activities. 

Each season a volunteer is honored for 
outstanding service. Be sure to check 
the newsletter each season to check out 
our honored volunteer! 

This winter’s honored volunteer is Ernie 
Buchanan. Ernie has been volunteering at 
BraveHearts for just over a year. He brings to 
BH his horse expertise and his love for 
therapeutic riding. 

Ernie volunteers with the McHenry County 
Adult Day Program and Seguin groups. When 
he’s not riding in his drill team, Ernie leads 
Horse Leader Training for volunteers. 

Ernie comes every week to BH with a smile 
on his face and has proven to be a motivated 

and committed volunteer. Thank you Ernie! 

This winter’s honored student is Rosario 
Mandila , who comes to BH with the Seguin 
group. Rosario has been riding at BraveHearts 
for a year and has been progressing every 
time. Rosario loves to give his favorite horse, 
Tali, treats after every lesson and will not let 
anyone forget! Congratulations Rosario! 

Don’t forget to vote for your favorite 
volunteer and student for the spring season at 
therapyriding@hotmail.com. 
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As a non-profit, BH is al-
ways looking for monetary 
donations for operating 
costs, but also looking for 
donations of gently used 
tack, gently used riding 
clothes, art supplies, or gar-
dening supplies.. Donations 
of any size keep non-profit 
programs running.  
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Word of mouth is the best 
publicity the program can 
get! Tell your friends, fami-
lies, and neighbors about the 
good that BH programming 
does. If you refer a student 
to our program who signs 
up for a  6-week session, 
YOU will receive a free 
lesson!  
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BH is always looking for 
new volunteers. Volun-
teers are necessary for a 
variety of tasks including: 
leading horses, side walk-
ing with students, barn 
chores, office help, and 
many other jobs.  
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Do you want more 
information? There are 
many ways to contact BH: 

Call: 815-943-UCAN 

Email: Executive Director -  

mtautkus@wmconnect.com 

Program Director - 

therapyriding@hotmail.com 

Fax: 815-943-8426 
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�  Please call me with information about 
volunteering 

�  Please accept my tax-deductible 
donation of ________ to sponsor a 
therapeutic riding/driving student for __ 
months. ($200 per rider/1 session) 

�  Please accept my tax-deductible 
donations of ________ to sponsor a 
therapeutic horse for ___ months. ($350 
per horse/month) 

�  Please accept my tax-deductible gift 
of _________ 
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